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Dear Lamar Families,

Lamar Elementary is currently in our second year as an in-district charter school. As part of this process, we engaged with our staff and community to design a charter proposal that would provide a great learning experience for EVERY student. The proposal highlighted our desire to develop stronger programs around project-based learning, social-emotional learning, dual language, and an extended school year calendar. Our staff and, you, the community as part of the Lamar Family overwhelmingly supported (teachers – 100%, families – 94%) this initiative.  We continue to share excitement about and celebrate the progress at Lamar

This Fall Lamar Elementary and other district charter schools were presented with an opportunity to accelerate the great work at our campus by partnering. These innovation partnerships are a first-of-a-kind endeavor and allow for the campuses to receive additional resources and flexibility to implement our charter plan. These resources combined with the additional flexibility are critical to our achieving our shared vision for the campus. Here are a few critical facts to help provide clarity around the district’s partnership initiatives: 

· We are still an San Antonio ISD school. 

· Our principal, leaders, teachers, and staff will remain district staff. 

· There is no tuition. 

· We will continue to offer all of the services to our students, including: transportation, breakfast, lunch, and supper, special education, bilingual/ESL, 504, dyslexia, athletics, and fine arts.

· All our current students will remain at the school.

· Our attendance boundaries are not changing, and neighborhood families will continue to have priority admission to our school.

In collaboration with district staff, the Lamar-Bowden network began our search for a partner last fall. As is common with new endeavors, this process proved to be difficult. It was vitally important that the partner share our beliefs and values while being capable of supporting the Lamar charter. After much consideration, I was clear we needed a unique partner. The School Innovation Collaborative (SIC) was developed to support our unique situation. The collaborative’s mission is to develop, empower, and support great school leaders to design and lead partner networks resulting in more great Texas schools. I firmly believe that SIC will serve a vital role in helping implement our mission, and I am extremely optimistic about our future as part of the collaborative.

As I reflect, I recognize we missed an opportunity to build more awareness and engagement related to the partnership. We take pride in living our values. This often requires being reflective and continuously growing in an effort to best serve our students. In the upcoming days and weeks, we are committed to sharing more information about the partnership and how the partnership provides exciting opportunities to enhance the work at Lamar ES.  

This Friday at 8:15am, Doug Dawson, Executive Director of SIC, will share his vision for the partnership and spend time answering questions at our Community Coffee Chat. I hope you can join us. If not, please let me know and I will be sure to send you the slides and answer any questions you have. I am excited for our future at Lamar, especially with this partner. I believe we have found a partner who will support and enhance our dreams for our kids.

With gratitude,

Brian Sparks

Network Principal

bsparks1@saisd.net
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